
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The congregation and pastor enter in silence. 

 

As We Gather 
“The death of Jesus Christ, our Lord, we celebrate...” says one of the hymns of Passion Week.  Good Friday brings          

us to the heart of that celebrating, combining elements of sorrow and love, despair and victory, death and life.         

Through the words and actions of this service we observe the completion of Jesus’ saving work and pass into                 

the shadows of Tenebrae as our Lord’s body is placed in the tomb. 
  

 

Hymn 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

The Opening 
P     In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

              C AMEN. 

P Let us pray.   

 Almighty God, we ask You graciously to behold this your family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to 

be betrayed and given up into the hands of wicked people and to suffer death upon the cross; through the same 

Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God world without 

end. 

C AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN / UP / OUT 
oOOU T  

Good Friday 

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 

 



Hymn 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now sts. 5–6 
5 If my sins give me alarm 

    And my conscience grieve me, 

Let Your cross my fear disarm; 

    Peace of conscience give me. 

Help me see forgiveness won 

    By Your holy passion. 

If for me He slays His Son, 

    God must have compassion! 

 

6 Graciously my faith renew; 

    Help me bear my crosses, 

Learning humbleness from You, 

    Peace mid pain and losses. 

May I give You love for love! 

    Hear me, O my Savior, 

That I may in heav’n above 

    Sing Your praise forever. 
Text: Public domain 

 

The Responsive Reading – Isaiah 53:4-11 
P Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by 

Him, and afflicted. 

Women But He was pierced for our transgression, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought 

us peace was upon Him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

C We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned in his own way, and the Lord has laid on Him the 

iniquity of us all. 
P He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 

sheep before her shearers is silent, so He did not open his mouth. 

Men By oppression and judgment, He was taken away.  And who can speak of His descendants?  For He was cut 

off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people He was stricken. 

C He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, though he had done no violence 

nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

P Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer, and though the Lord makes His life a guilt 

offering, He will see his offspring and prolong His days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 

C After the suffering of his soul, He will see the light of life and be satisfied; by His knowledge my righteous 

servant will justify many, and He will bear their iniquities. 

 

Gospel Matthew 27:15-26 
P The Gospel from St. Matthew. 

  
15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had 

then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release 

for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up.  
19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have nothing to do with that righteous man, 

for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream." 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask 

for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And 

they said, "Barabbas." 22 Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?"They all said, "Let him be 

crucified!" 23 And he said, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified!" 
24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands 

before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves." 25 And all the people answered, "His blood 

be on us and on our children!" 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 

 

Sermon – “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 
 
 
 

 



Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Collect 
P Let us pray. 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe.  You have poured out upon us Your never-ending love by 

giving Your Son, Jesus Christ into death on the cross for us.  Give us grace to know nothing except Jesus Christ 

and Him crucified.  Strengthen the ministry of Your Church to bring Jesus’ love to all those for whom he died.  

For He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C AMEN. 

 

The Offering 
 

Hymn 453 Upon the Cross Extended 

 

 

 

 
 



5 Your soul in griefs unbounded, 

Your head with thorns surrounded, 

    You died to ransom me. 

The cross for me enduring, 

The crown for me securing, 

    You healed my wounds and set me free. 

 

6 Your cords of love, my Savior, 

Bind me to You forever, 

    I am no longer mine. 

To You I gladly tender 

All that my life can render 

    And all I have to You resign. 

 

7 Your cross I place before me; 

Its saving pow’r restore me, 

    Sustain me in the test. 

It will, when life is ending, 

Be guiding and attending 

    My way to Your eternal rest. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Tenebrae Sequence 
I: Jesus Suffers and is Taken Away 

P O Lord, deal not with us after our sins. 

C DO NOT REWARD US ACCORDING TO OUR INIQUITIES. 

P Almighty God our heavenly Father, because You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather that we turn from our 

evil ways, we implore you to graciously turn away from us the just punishment we have deserved by our 

sins.  Grant us grace to always serve You with purity of living through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord;  

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:16-20 
16 And the soldiers led him away inside the palace (that is, the governor's headquarters), and they called together the whole 

battalion. 17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 And they 

began to salute him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 19 And they were striking his head with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling 

down in homage to him. 20 And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on 

him. And they led him out to crucify him. 

 
The First Candle is Extinguished 

 

Hymn 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken st. 1 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

II:  The Cross is Laid on Simon 
P Help us, O God of our salvation, to the glory of Your name. 

C DELIVER US AND PURGE AWAY OUR SINS FOR YOUR NAME’S SAKE. 

P Almighty and everlasting God, since You govern and sanctify the whole Christian Church by Your Holy Spirit, 

hear our prayers for all its members, and mercifully grant that by Your grace we may serve You in true faith; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:21 
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, 

to carry his cross. 

 
The Second Candle is Extinguished 

 

Hymn 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken st. 2 
2 They crown Thy head with thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee; 

With cruel mockings to the cross they urge Thee; 

They give Thee gall to drink, they still decry Thee; 

They crucify Thee. 
Text: Public domain 

 

III: Jesus Hangs on the Cross 
P Humbly we adore You, O Christ, and we proclaim Your saving love. 

C BY YOUR HOLY CROSS AND PRECIOUS BLOOD YOU HAVE REDEEMED THE WORLD. 

P O God, merciful Father, because You despise not the sighing of a contrite heart not the desire of the sorrowful, 

mercifully assist our prayers which we make before You in all our troubles and adversities as they come upon us, 

and graciously hear us, so that those evils which the craft and subtlety of the devil or people work against us may 

by Your good guidance be brought to naught  that we, Your servants, being hurt by no affliction, may evermore 

give thanks to You in Your holy Church, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:22-24 
 22 And they brought him to the place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23And they offered him wine 

mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots for them, 

to decide what each should take. 

 
The Third Candle is Extinguished 

 

Hymn 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken st. 3 
3 Whence come these sorrows, whence this mortal anguish? 

It is my sins for which Thou, Lord, must languish; 

Yea, all the wrath, the woe, Thou dost inherit, 

This I do merit. 
Text: Public domain 

 

IV: Jesus is Mocked 
P Call on Me in the day of trouble. 

C I DELIVER YOU, AND YOU WILL GLORIFY ME. 

P Spare us, O Lord, and mercifully forgive us our sins, and though by our continual transgressions we have merited 

Your punishments, be gracious to us and grant that all these evils which we have deserved may be turned from us 

and overruled to our everlasting good; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:25-32 
 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him. 26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King 

of the Jews.” 27 And with him they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed 

by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 



days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one 

another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from 

the cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 

 
The Fourth Candle is Extinguished 

 

Hymn 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken st. 4 
4 What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 

The Shepherd dies for sheep that loved to wander; 

The Master pays the debt His servants owe Him, 

Who would not know Him. 
Text: Public domain 

 

V: Jesus Dies 
P God forbid that I should glory; 

C EXCEPT IN THE CROSS OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

P Almighty and everlasting God, who hates nothing which You have made and forgives the sins of all who are 

penitent, create in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness, may obtain from You, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:33-37 
33 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth 

hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and 

filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 

 
The Fifth Candle is Extinguished 

 

Hymn 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken st. 5 
5 The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 

The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 

Man forfeited his life and is acquitted; 

God is committed. 
Text: Public domain 

 

VI: The Witnesses 
P O Lord, enter not into judgment with Your servants. 

C FOR IN YOUR SIGHT NO PERSON LIVING BE JUSTIFIED. 

P Almighty God, since You know that we are set in the midst of so many and great dangers that by reason of the 

frailty of our nature we cannot always stand upright, grant us such strength and protection as may support us in all 

dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:38-41 
38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that 

in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 

younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also 

many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem. 

The Sixth Candle is Extinguished 
 



 
 
Hymn 439 O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken st. 12 

12 I’ll think upon Thy mercy without ceasing, 

That earth’s vain joys to me no more be pleasing; 

To do Thy will shall be my sole endeavor 

Henceforth forever. 
Text: Public domain 

 

VII: The Burial of Jesus 
P You will not abandon me to the grave, 

C NOR WILL YOU LET YOUR HOLY ONE SEE DECAY. 

P Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.  Abide with us and with Your whole 

Church.  Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the end of the world.  Abide with us 

with Your grace and goodness, with Your Holy Word and Sacraments, with Your strength and blessing.  Abide 

with us when the night of affliction and temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall 

come.  Abide with us with all the faithful through time and eternity.   

C AMEN. 

 

Reading Mark 15:42-47 
42 And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of 

Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage 

and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he should have already died. And 

summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 45 And when he learned from the centurion that 

he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. 46 And Joseph bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him 

in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance 

of the tomb. 47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. 

 

P Merciful and everlasting God, who has not spared Your only Son, but delivered Him up for us all, that He might 

bear our sins upon the cross; grant that our hearts may be so fixed with steadfast faith in Him that we may not fear 

the power of any adversaries through the same, Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C AMEN. 

  
The Seventh Candle is Removed 

 

The sound of a loud noise (the strepitus) is heard.    

  

The "loud noise" symbolizes the earth shaking and rocks splitting (Matt. 27:51) at Jesus' death,                                                 

and foreshadows the "violent earthquake" (Matt. 28:2) at the opening of Jesus' tomb on Easter morning.  

  
The candle is returned in the darkness 
  

The pastor and congregation leave in silence. 
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